PFPA News

PFPA and Arlington County Test Response to a Simulated Bio-Attack on the Pentagon
The Pentagon Force Protection Agency (PFPA), in cooperation with Arlington County, is conducting a test that will benefit first responders and the scientific community nation-wide in case of a biological incident.

The test is harmless

The test will take place on the Pentagon Reservation and will consist of the release of a harmless substance, simulating a bio-attack on the Pentagon and the subsequent sampling and clean-up of vehicles, roadways, and people. 

Results from the tests will be used to verify and improve decontamination methods used for vehicles, roadways and people.  Further, PFPA will be assessing contamination levels for individuals while in a vehicle or building.  
There are four possible weekend test days to allow for favorable weather conditions; June 2, 3, 16, and 17.  

A partnership effort

Test plans, protocols, and objectives were developed in partnership with the following agencies:

· Arlington County Office of Emergency Management and Fire Department

· The National Capital Region National Medical Response Team

· Fort Myer Fire Department
Minimal traffic impact

Eastbound traffic on South Gate Road from Orme Street to Columbia Pike will be diverted onto Orme Street from 6am to noon.  All other roads will remain open. Curiosity about the test may cause some traffic congestion in the immediate area. The test is completely safe for participants and bystanders. 

Stay informed

For traffic and emergency updates, please sign up for Arlington Alert, a free service that delivers emergency text messages to mobile devices and email. Sign up at www.arlingtonalert.com. 
